Animals

MATERIALS AND METHODS
The animals used were 4-kg male albino rabbits, aged 4-5 mo at the beginning of the experiment Two groups of 6 rabbits were given methotrexate intramuscularly (methotrexate sodium, Lederle Laboratories) for 6 days at doses of 0.5 mg/day or 1.6 mg/day. These last two groups had a normal diet. 
RESULTS
Evaluation ofthe Iron Absorption Method
The retention and elimination of 59Fe in five normal rabbits was measured after administration of the test dose (Fig.  I) . The levels of radioactivity in the rabbit and its feces and urine were determined. 
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For personal use only. (Table  2) . However, the iron absorption (0.81% ± 0.24%) was significantly lowered in comparison to the control group (p < 0.02).
Effect ofMethotrexate Administration on Iron Absorption and PIT
The effect of methotrexate administration was studied in two groups of 6 rabbits treated for 6 days. In the group given 0.5 mg/day of methotrexate, the MCH was increased (Table  3) while the serum folic acid decreased. In the group given 1.6 mg/day, the PCV and serum folic acid were decreased, and the MCV and MCH were increased. In both groups, the PIT was normal (p > 0.50) ( Table  3) . A dose-response effect of methotrexate on iron absorption was obtained. 
